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Summer fun

JUST AROUND THE CORNER!
Longer days mean there is more time for family and friends to enjoy fun in the sun with the
amazing amenities at Sandbrock Ranch, including a resort-style pool and splash pad. Schedule
a tour of model homes by Coventry Homes, David Weekley Homes, Highland Homes, and
Perry Homes. Or take a look at our quick move-in ready homes. There’s no better time for

NEW
HOMES
from the
$300s

your buyers to discover our Live True lifestyle.

www.sandbrockranch.com | 1601 Sandbrock Parkway, Aubrey, TX 76227

MODELS
NOW
OPEN!

C A M B R I D G E C R O S S I N G 2 0 2 1 R E A LT O R R E WA R D S

Rewards
Amenity Center Opening 2021

RECEIVE A FABULOUS GIFT
EACH MONTH YOU MAKE A SALE!
PLUS every sale is an entry
for one of 3 cash prizes totaling

$10,000
Master-Planned Living in Celina
New Homes from $300s - $600s
C O V E N T RY H O M E S

HIGHLAND HOMES
P E R RY H O M E S

UNIONMAIN HOMES
*Promotion prizes will be paid via check and require a completed 1099 form. Sales period for entries into the promotion is January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021. Prize drawings will
take place in January 2022. Promotion applies only to new homes purchased from and reported by a builder within Cambridge Crossing and may not include contingency sales.
Final discretion on sale inclusion for the promotion is reserved for Cambridge Communities. Must be a licensed real estate agent to win.

CambridgeCrossingTX.com

So Good to Socialize again!
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1. Capital Title's Linda Cox with KW's Christine Goodwin catch up at lunch
2. USA Mortgage Pros and Teri with Grenadier Homes enjoyed a chance to get out together
3. Fort Worth Fun with Capital Title's Lauren Pulido, her Dad, Ashton Theiss, and Heather Winn
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The Largest
Independent Title Company
in the United States

We. Deliver. Excellence.

The Largest Independent Title Company in the United States.

q

Who else is ready . . .
1. Josh Vernons desclares
'skys out, thighs out!'
at Lake Athens

w

2. Kaitlin Lovern is summer ready!

5

3. Beaux Olaiya and his gorgeous wife
at the Prisoner Wine Company
4. Avery Warren with James bond,
errrhh...Mike Farish
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for SUMMER!
r

NOW YOU KNOW: The first day of summer 2021 is on June 20th. The 1st day of summer season is
also known as summer solstice which occurs when Earth’s North pole is tilting towards Sun and Sun
is just over the Tropic of Cancer (i.e. in Northern Hemisphere). The Southern Hemisphere observes
the days of winter at the same time.
7
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C O N TA C T U S
FACEBOOK realestateinfluencersdfw
INSTAGRAM realestateinfluencers_dfw
WEBSITE dfwrealestateinfluencers.com
EMAIL nancy@dfwrealestateinfluencers.com
PHONE 214.533.8945
Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein do not necessarily reflect the
view of Real Estate Influencers Magazine, but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements contained within the Real Estate Influencers Magazine are not endorsed or recommended by Real
Estate Influencers Magazine or the Publisher. Therefore, neither Real Estate Influencers Magazine nor
the Publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these companies.
Portions of the articles in this magazine may be freely redistributed in other media and non-commercial
publications as long as the following conditions are met: 1) The redistributed article should should be
linked back to the original link on dfwrealestateinfluencers.com including the words “Read in full, visit
dfwrealestateinfluencers.com” 2) The redistributed article may not be abridged, edited or altered in any
way without the express consent of the Publisher. 3) The redistributed article may not be sold for a profit
or included in another media or publication that is sold for a profit without the express consent of the
author. 4) The articles in this magazine may be included in a commercial publication or other media only
if prior consent for republication is received from the publisher. The publisher may request compensation
for republication for commercial uses. ©Real Estate Influencers Magazine, 2021

LOOK we're a great read even on fishing trips to Colorado!
Our Independence Title friend, Eric Phillips
sent us these pics!
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Hillwood communities'

new on-site co-working space at Pecan Square,
offering a quiet place to get work done without interruption.
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"The Alexes" rave about their life in a Hillwood community

Growing up, Alex always
imagined living in an idyllic smalltown place to raise kids. When he was
house hunting for his own family, he
sought out a tight-knit, family-friendly
community – a place where his kids
could play outside and where neighbors
know one another. When he discovered Hillwood Communities’ Harvest
master-planned Argyle development in
Argyle and Northlake, he knew he was

Gifted with an innate entrepreneurial
spirit, Alex Lee entered the world of
real estate to escape the corporate rat
race and 12-hour workdays. Due to the
versatility of the industry, real estate
was always an option he kept in the
back of his mind. So, when an opportunity arose to make the jump, he didn’t
hesitate. It didn’t take long for him
to realize that while there were many
perks to the job, what he really loved
most was the people he connected with
along the way.

home. His wife Alexandra was quickly
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The fit was natural, and the connection
was instant when The Alexes found
Harvest. He could tell his family would
be in good company and beyond that,
he knew the community would be a
no-brainer for so many of his buyers —
especially those in a similar stage of life
as he and his family. In fact, most of his
clients are already in various Hillwood
communities and don’t plan to leave –
they are looking to purchase a bigger
home within the same community. “It’s
a different way of life here,” he began,
“It’s a place where you come home, and
you want to step outside and enjoy your
community. You know your neighbors.
It’s incredibly special.”

It’s incredibly special.

the

her in and won her over.

You know your neighbors.

in

was ultimately the residents who pulled

enjoy your community.

le s

because of the on-site coffee shop, it

to step outside and

geta
b

have initially agreed to visit Harvest

come home, and you want

grow herbs and ve

Alexes,” and joked that while she may

It’s a place where you

ts can

known in the neighborhood as “The

iden
res
t
s
rve
Ha

sold, too. He laughed, saying they’re

de
ar

ni

n

Whenever possible, Alex likes to start
first by showing his home buyer clients
a Hillwood community. Why? “Today’s
homeowners are highly sophisticated
when it comes to residential amenities, Hillwood Communities works to
rise above the expectant norm. They
consider the needs, wants, and lifestyles of their buyers. They go beyond
swimming pools and playgrounds,” he
explained. With more people working
from home, certain amenities are in
higher demand. Communal workspaces, like the ones pictured on the left, at
Hillwood’s Pecan Square community,
are seeing increased popularity, as are
the requests for in-home offices.
In addition to co-working spaces, Alex
says the well-planned HOA-hosted
events are a major draw for buyers.
From children’s events to happy hours,

s!
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to sushi-making nights, there’s no
shortage of entertainment or opportunity to connect with neighbors
in a Hillwood community, whose
award-winning lifestyle programs
foster connections with neighbors. Alex
said his neighbors have become some
of their best friends — partly because
the events cater so well to their lifestyle
and stage in life, and the convenience
of living in the same neighborhood has
organically fostered those friendships.
Hillwood Communities are well known
for creating that sense of community,
while also providing uncommon amenities that speak to buyers’ needs and
wants in an array of offerings across all
their communities — with their goal of
always providing more than standard,
expected master plan offerings.
Before breaking ground, Hillwood
gathers extensive home buyer research
which helps determine what homebuyers seek beyond the four walls and
roof of a house. As an example, Pecan
Square, where we met Alex, boasts an
on-site, small town square, known as
The Square, shown below, which offers
a top-notch fitness center, the convenience of an Amazon pick up lockers
at the Post and Parcel, and the Arena’s
22,000-square-footan indoor and
outdoor gathering entertainment and
sports space — all from research indicating that homebuyers were looking
for a small-town atmosphere, complete
with a town square.

Home buyers want smart homes, which
led to the creation of the ‘Pecan Square
Canopy Bundle’ — an amenity and
technology bundle which now comes
standard in each new home in Pecan
Square, and includes fast half-gig internet, a Ring video doorbell, full-coverage
house WiFi, and Amazon Echo Show.
Many Pecan Square residents work
from home and the new on-site
co-working space offers residents a quiet place where they can get their work
done without interruption. After work,
no need to leave to treat yourself to
dinner out - residents can grab a great
meal (and sometimes a margarita!) at
when the food trucks visit the Town
Square, often found on-site at Pecan
Square. Much like the Food Truck Park
and at Hillwood’s Union Park community in Little Elm, residents enjoy
a variety of dining options planned by
their lifestyle managers.

Hillwood amenity offerings
are unique to each
community. You won’t find
a cookie-cutter list of
amenities or home styles.

Hillwood amenity offerings are unique
to each community. You won’t find a
cookie-cutter list of amenities or home
styles in each Hillwood community.
This is by design and has a great deal
to do with the community location, as
well as the location’s history. For instance, Harvest by Hillwood is situated
on property in Argyle and Northlake
that was once a working farm. Ground
broke on Harvest when the farm-to-table movement was just starting to take
root. Hillwood’s research showed that
people were concerned with what they
were putting into their bodies, so they
strengthened the themes of farming
and sustainability for Harvest. To that
end, Harvest offers residents the opportunity to grow herbs and vegetables
in their own gardening plots. There is
even an on-staff expert -- Farmer Ross
-- who hosts gardening classes and
offers advice. Pecan Square in Northlake is thoughtfully named after a line
of pecan trees that lined the entry into
the original land, a former horse ranch.
In developing Pecan Square, Hillwood
preserved 200 of the original pecan
trees, dug them up and replanted them
at the community’s entrance. Pecan
Square may have a small-town feel,
but it offers BIG time amenities! Pecan
Square’s Arena is an amenity building
offering 22,000 square feet of fun - including an open-air sports court, ideal
for basketball and pickle ball, and an
entertainment space, complete with a
serving bar and kitchen, and its adja-

com.
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cent to the large new Pioneer Park that’s
coming soon, which provides even
more room and outdoor space to meet
up with friends and make new friends!
At Union Park in Little Elm, the great
outdoors takes the lead as the community was built around the 3.5-mile
wooded Central Park that runs through
the community. From the Fitness Park
with outdoor ninja-style fitness stations,
to the extensive trail system running
through the community, outdoor and
fitness are the focal point.
As a Realtor and homeowner in a Hillwood community, Alex understands
the appeal of their intentional and well
thought out amenities selected to match
the needs of the home buyers. Alex
must also do a great job of match-making his buyers to the ideal Hillwood
community master-planned neighborhood, as several of his neighbors started
off as clients, and their professional
relationships quickly grew into friendships.
Alex takes pride in being able to
empathize with, and understand, the
stress his clients are going through in
the current fast-paced housing market.
Many are young families whose priorities include quality school districts
and quiet streets for their children to
grow up on. Alex’s passion for people
is evident, “I want to meet their needs
and find them the perfect home. I want
them to be happy with their purchase.”
There’s nothing sweeter than securing
a great home for his clients, especially
in such an imbalanced market, and it’s
one of the things that makes Alex most
excited to get to work each morning.
Alex’s drive and old-fashioned people
skills make him a cut above his peers,
and his long history as a DFW resident
means he has the local knowledge to
meet the needs of his buyers. If you’re
interested in becoming Alex’s neighbor,
or to get in on all the fun at a Hillwood

14
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block party, email him at alex.lee@era.
com. For more information on the Harvest neighborhood where Alex lives, or
the other award-winning masterplans
from Hillwood Communities, visit their
website at www.hillwoodcommunities.
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Cheers to seeing friends again!
e

1. Alicia Ponfick at WCR Dallas'
Whiskey Pool
2. Veronica Schmode embraces
a great fundraiser!
3. Celebrating Alexis Belt's
GRWAR Affilate of the Year award:
Tanner Belt, Alexis, Mary Robb,
Donna & Clayton Bailey
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1.Independence Title's Maritza Voth just
celebrated a birthday!
2. Kimberly Foerster and Shellie Carnal
FINALLY get to catch up!
3. So much pretty for one picture! Realtor, Kim
Miller and Independence Title's Avery Warren

NEVER MISS A MAGAZINE.
Subscribe Today: bit.ly/3ia0l0W
214.533.8945
allison@dfwrealestateinfluencers.com
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MOTHER
Daughter
TEAM

R E A L

E S T A T E

T E A M S

CASSANDRA Phillips, REALTOR®
TARA Phillips, REALTOR®

Tell us about a strength the
other has — how do you
complement each other?

Tara's very organized and has been

What I most admire about Tara is
that fact that she stepped out on
faith and finally walked away from
Corporate America to step into her
destiny. In addition, Tara is an
amazing mother of my two
awesome grandchildren.

What’s the best part of
working together?

How did you form your team —
what made you decide to
work together?

Two years ago my daughter Tara
finally decided to study for the real
estate exam. Once she passed,
we immediately began working
together. Phillips Price Realty was
birthed to be a family business. One
in which I had hoped my children
would run someday. This has been
my dream since Phillips Price Realty
was established in 2005.

What do you admire most
about the other?

committed to having her "old school
mother" automate the business
systems. With Tara's organization
skills, our passion for people and my
gift of helping them see the vision,
together we are a powerhouse. Tara
adds balance to our team while the
mother 1/2 of the team volunteers
and serves as the Duncanville ISD
Board President and Dallas CAD
Board of Directors. Without Tara it
would be very difficult to run a
business and serve our community.

The best part of working together is
knowing that together we can build
a family legacy. Having someone
who will always have my back,
someone who knows the importance of building relationships and
most of all someone that I can trust
with more than the business...I can
trust Tara with my life.

Do you have a favorite memory
from working together?

My favorite memory would definitely
be our very first closing together.
That's when the MotherDaughterDuoRE Team was born. The timing
was perfect. Opening the doors to
home ownership together is/was
and will always be our top priority.

What’s a fun fact about
both of you?

After almost 2 decades of being an
independent broker, we are now,
Phillips Price Realty Group brokered
by eXp Realty, LLC. and loving it!
Cassandra Phillips, REALTOR®
m: 214-682-3293
Tara Phillips, REALTOR®
m: 214-458-0681
motherdaughterduore@pprdfw.com
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TEAM

NICOLE Piccola, BROKER®
MISSY Rodriquez, REALTOR®

can be together is a bonus for me.
We also know we will answer each
other's call and help out if the other
person needs support. It could be
paperwork, showings, picking up
kids or just talking it out, we are 100
percent there for each other.

Do you have a favorite memory
from working together?

How did you form your team —
what made you decide to
work together?

I decided to get my license in 2008.
I worked for a great start up brokerage, but something was missing
for me. So I encouraged my mom/
my best friend to get licensed! I
knew from the moment I started real
estate at 19 yrs old that this was a
lifetime career and there’s no one I’d
rather partner with than my lifetime
best friend — my Mom.

Tell us about a strength the
other has — how do you
complement each other?

Mom is a paperwork perfectionist!
She takes over all of our back office
administrative priorities. I don’t trust
any person with my transactions
more than her. Being that she’s the
perfectionist, I can do all of the running around and she keeps the business going and schedules locked
down. We can’t have one without
the other. We are truly the perfect
balance! Mom Missy adds — Nicole
is more of a jump in feet first, and I
like to think, sometimes overthink.
By the two of us working together it
19
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is really a good balance. I may hold
her back for a minute and she may
push me a little but that makes our
decisions quick and purposeful.

What do you admire most
about the other?

My mom is the kindest person you’ll
ever meet. She welcomes everyone
with open arms, and probably a
dessert in her hands. This translates
so effortlessly into working with
our clients. She is instantly a part
of their family. Mom Missy admires
Niocle's tenacity. She will not be
held by barriers that she knows or
society has told her exist.

What’s the best part of
working together?

My Mom keeps me on track. She
has become the glue holding me
together in business and in regular
life! She knows the in’s and outs
of my business and personal life.
So there really is no one better to
partner with. Mom Missy adds:
Nicole and I have always had a
great relationship. Every minute we

I was a brand new mom, I think he
was 4 weeks old. I was back to work
showing some homes. And as a
new mom, there was no way I could
leave him. So Mom rode around
with me — I would pump while driving from house-to-house, and Mom
would stay with baby and feed him
while I was inside showing houses.
Luckily for her, I loosened up a little
with baby number 2! Mom Missy
also recalls that memory fondly,
adding that's a perk of having Mom/
Meme for an assistant!

What’s a fun fact about
both of you?

Nicole was a licensed Realtor before
I was. A lot of people assume I
recruited her but the truth is she
recruited me 12 years ago! She is
the Lead Broker Associate of our
team and I could not be more proud
of her
THE CORE REALTY GROUP
Nicole Piccola
BROKER ASSOCIATE
m: 214-564-2122
Missy Rodriguez
REALTOR®m: 214-335-9644
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Hillwood Loves Realtors

REWARDS
PROGRAM
With Hillwood Communities your clients are
rewarded with a thriving neighborhood where
they can learn, stay active, meet new friends,
and grow. We think you should be rewarded,
too. As their Realtor, when they buy a new
home with us, you’ll earn gifts and be eligible
to win a spectacular overnight getaway.*

C ONG R ATS TO OU R RE ALT ORS W I T H Q1 SALES!

The Sign Up Is The Sale:

Upon your 2nd sale with Hillwood Communities,
you are automatically enrolled to win.

HOW IT WORKS
Sell 2, 3 & 4 Homes

Sell 5+ Homes

Select from a curated collection
of artisan gifts of progressive
value at your 2nd, 3rd, and
4th new home sales.

Enjoy an intimate lunch at
the Circle T Ranch Barn and
an exclusive Hillwood
helicopter tour.

The Top 5
The top 5 Realtors and a guest
board the private Hillwood jet for
an overnight stay and celebration
at a surprise destination.

Fitness Park Open!

The Arena Now Open!

Tour New Models and See New Amenities!

Pocket Park Coming Soon!
New Designs Available!

Bluebonnet Park Coming Soon!

Final Closeout!

Visit our website at www.hillwoodlovesrealtors.com/program-details/ for full details.

w
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1.Realtor, Sara Drehobl down at the stockyards

e

2. Venessa Hobbs was a winner winner chicken
dinner at Winstar!
3. Alexis Belt shows off the picture of her gorgeous
baby girl in our premiere issue!

NEVER MISS A MAGAZINE.
Subscribe Today: bit.ly/3ia0l0W
214.533.8945
allison@dfwrealestateinfluencers.com
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Presents

2021 REALTOR REWARDS TRIP
Pura Vida!

We’re going to Costa Rica!
TRIP DETAILS:
5-Nights, 6 days at the beautiful 5-Star luxury Secrets
Papagayo all-adults resort in Guanacaste, Costa Rica!
Trip will take place June 05-10, 2022 & will include round-trip air travel, luxury accommodations, all meals and beverages (to include alcohol), excursions, entertainment & MUCH more!
QUALIFICATIONS:
From January 01, 2021 to February 28, 2022 sell & close a combined total of $1,000,000 in
NEW homes in any of our three master planned communities & win an all-expenses-paid luxury Costa Rican vacation for you & one adult guest!

Forney | $200s - $300s

Wylie/St. Paul | $300s - $800s

Royse City | from the $200s

* Trips may not be sold or traded and there is no financial exchange if unable to attend. All new home sales must close by June 01, 2022 in order to qualify &
REALTOR® info must be documented on sales contract at time of execution. All travelers must be at least 21 years of age & hold a current passport.
Visit our website at www.HuffinesCommunities.com for updates.

www.HuffinesCommunities.com • CMeziere@HuffinesCommunities.com • 972-860-3133
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1. Frances Kwan and Lindsay Holladay at our magazine reveal party with Frances' feature story in our premier issue.
2. Fidelity Title's Marnie Smith and JPAR's Kelly Snodgrass look like teenagers!
2. Simply Texas Real Estate and Fair Texas Title's McKinney office enjoyed axe throwing! Samantha Smith, Lisa Groter,
Kim Price, Kim Dean, Ashley Olson, Derek Dean, Kamry Nordyke, Andrea Cook at Class Axe Throwing Dallas

e

HuffinesCommunities.com
972.860.3133
6622 FM741, Forney | HeartlandTexas.com

1715 Inspiration Blvd, St Paul | InspirationTexas.com

5205 Huffines Blvd, Royse City | WaterscapeTexas.com
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Spring Fling
Boots & Bling

Congratulations

!

Blessings!

Happy Wedding Day to the
newlyweds,
Eric and Misty Kazmierski!
It was an awe-inspiring wedding
ceremony at the Sapphire Point
Overlook in Dillon, Colorado

And now these
three remain:
faith, hope and love.
But the greatest of
these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:13

Happy Wedding Day to the
newlyweds,
Joe and Ariana Herrera!
Who enjoyed a beautiful wedding
in Las Vegas
28
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QUEEN
of

By: Allison Myers

B

ack in 1999, Lori
Vaden and her family
purchased 30 acres
of land on the outskirts of Celina. The

population was just
over 2,000, and the slow lifestyle the
town offered was a far cry from that
of her hometown, Arlington.
She finished building her home in
2002, and she loved having her
three boys grow up on the acreage.
It made for imaginative, resourceful
boys, she said. It was worth all of the
thorough grocery store trip planning
(because “you couldn’t just pop
over to the neighbors’ and borrow
an egg”), and the excessive amount
of miles put on her car. With a daily
two-hour commute between the
school and their home, “I put over
30,000 miles a year on my car as a
stay-at-home mom,” she laughed.

With a daily two-hour
commute between the
school and their home,
“I put over 30,000 miles a
year on my car as a stay-athome mom,” she laughed.

She wouldn’t change it, though. The
countless miles were a small price
to pay for the community they were
grafted into, and her family certainly
wasn’t alone in their lifestyle choice.
“Most parents left the city and even
the busy suburbs to be able to give
their kids a small town life, but they
still commuted into downtown Dallas
for work. It was a sacrifice, but parents were happy to make it because
of what it afforded their kids,” Lori
noted, “We all wanted our kids to
be part of a community that loved
31
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them, cared about them, knew their
names.” Celina, it turned out, was just
that.
It takes a village, as they say, and
the old adage is as true in Celina
as it is anywhere. In fact, Lori had
just shared a story from years ago
in which a Celina parent called her
to inform her of some mischief their
children had gotten into when, lo
and behold, said parent strolled right
into the cute cafe where we were
having lunch!
Celina is the kind of place where
when the waitress doesn’t recognize
you, she asks if you’re from “out of
town” then recommends the brisket.
It’s the kind of place where when you
ask if we could have access to the
City Council building, a reasonable
response is, “Let me text the mayor
and find out.” It’s the kind of place
where it’s the norm to run into ten
people you know before 10 am on a
Saturday morning. There is something idyllic about neighbors waving
as you pass them on the road, and
knowing that the entire population
will turn out for the games.

in favor of a quieter lifestyle in the
country.
In 1999, just after Lori purchased her
30 acres, she remembered reading a
news article that forecasted a bright
and busy future for Celina. It projected tens of thousands of residents
flooding in, prices of homes and land
increasing exponentially. The new
Plano, Lori remembered it being
called. “Then the market crashed,”
Lori recalled, “And that boom was
delayed.” But now, 20 years later, the
prophecy is being fulfilled before
our eyes. Fortunately, Lori said, the
local leadership in Celina has been
preparing for this growth for years.
As a former city council member
herself, she spoke highly of the city’s
decision makers, describing them as
forward-thinking and praising their
efforts to ensure a robust and progressive infrastructure strategy that
could handle the rapid growth.

Lori’s been a licensed Realtor since
1999, but took a hiatus to raise her
boys. Looking back now, she remembers how difficult it was to sell
the area to prospective Texans when
she jumped back into the real estate
game. She couldn’t take clients past
Main and the Tollway before they
began to get antsy, she said. She
would watch them grow more fidgety
the further out they’d get. Celina
was just too rural — especially for
folks relocating from places like New
York, California, and Illinois. Oh, how
Within the highly rated school
the times have changed! People’s
districts of both Celina and Prosper, a pre-K,
comfort zones in regards to proximity
two local public elementary schools, two midto the city are expanding, meaning
dle schools and two high schools offer a great
land and homes in Celina are selling
education. Celina's high school football team has
like hotcakes. Plus, with the uptick in
remote work, more native Dallasites won eight State Championships, and won 20 State
titles across eight sports.
are venturing outside the city center

Lori got remarried two years ago
after 12 years as a single mom, and
is building a new home in McKinney with her husband, Al West. She
makes a point to stay in close contact with the head of Celina's Economic Development Center and the
mayor, as she’s still in Celina at least
five days a week with clients. You
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can take the girl out of Celina, but
you can’t take the Celina out of the
girl. Well, on second thought, in Lori’s
case, maybe you can’t take the girl
out of Celina. “I bleed orange,” she
said, referencing the school colors,
“Celina will always feel like home."
While markets and economies have
been precarious over the past year
and a half, Lori has flexed her adaptability and creativity by embracing
technology to stay in touch with her
clients and develop more robust
coaching methods with her team of
agents. While others were resisting
the necessary evolution brought
on by the pandemic, Lori — much
like the leadership in Celina — was
looking forward to the challenges,
counting them as opportunities to
learn new skills and serve her clients
in new ways. The embrace of technology, in fact, was what finally convinced Lori to join Compass after 14
years at another real estate company.
“I watched them take over Dallas,”
she began, “and that’s no small thing.

I was curious about the way they
shifted from tech to real estate.” She
calls herself an information junkie
and one of her top priorities is to be
on top of market, leadership, and
technology trends. She’s on multiple
leadership calls each week, continuously working to be a better resource
for her team and her clients, and is
grateful to play a part in the evolution
of the way real estate is bought, sold,
and managed.
Additionally, Lori takes pride and
finds fulfillment in maintaining
relationships with her clients even
after the transaction, and noted that
she ends up listing 90% of her listing
appointments because of the trust
she’s able to cultivate with sellers. “I
love everything about real estate. I
love getting to help people and meet
their needs. It doesn’t get better than
that,” she said.

Celina's downtown square remains as
charming as it was back in the 1800s

Lori saw a 33% growth in her
business in 2020, selling 85 homes
without breaking a sweat. “To me,
it didn’t feel like a lot,” she said, “It
doesn’t feel overwhelming because
I’m doing what I love.” Lori looks forward to beating her own records as
she expands her team in the coming
months, and in the meantime, she
plans to take up golf alongside her
husband and continue designing and
building her ultimate dream home
with her family.
Contact Lori at lori.vaden@compass.
com if you’d like to join the northbound exodus and claim your slice of
small town life in Celina and beyond.

CELINA'S HISTORY
Celina was established in 1876 by
natives of Celina, Tennessee. A Methodist church, which also served as a
schoolhouse, was built in 1880. By
1884, Celina had a gristmill, cotton
gin, school, several general stores,
and a population of 150. The population declined to 50 by 1892.
When the St. Louis, San Francisco
and Texas Railway reached the area
in 1902, the town moved 1 mi north
to be near the rail line. The business
section was erected as a row of
frame buildings facing the railroad
tracks; the first mayor, J. Fred Smith,
later had the business section rebuilt
as uniform brick buildings around a
square. Celina incorporated in 1907.
Celina Pike, the first road in the
county built exclusively for automobiles, opened in Celina in 1915. At
that time, Celina had a newspaper,
two banks, and a municipal water
works.

The population of Celina decreased
during the Great Depression, from
1,126 in 1920 to 994 in 1940.
Celina grew steadily after World War
II, from 1,051 in 1950 to 1,520 in
1980. There were 135 businesses
in Celina in 2000. The celina-tx.
gov website estimates the current
population at 28,000 - the City’s
population has nearly tripled since

2010. Situated in high-growth Collin
County and nestled between the
major arteries of Preston Road to
the east and the future Dallas North
Tollway to the west, Celina’s maximum projected buildout population is
approximately 378,000.
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the wild side of Real Estate!
w

1. Britt Far at the GT4 America Race at Austin's Circuit of the America's track #OGHMotorsports
2. SOME day Christina Dewbre will come out of her shell...
3. Don't mess with Fair Texas Title's Ashley Olson!
4. Axe Simply Texas Real Estate's Kim Dean how much she enjoyed this event!

e

r

THE HISTORY OF AXE THROWING: Though loggers and lumberjacks had been around since the early 1800s, the
actual history of axe throwing as a sport can be traced back to the Loggersports of the 1940s. Loggersports and
lumberjack shows grew out of competitions in lumber camps to see who the best lumberjack was, and today these
competitions are used more to acknowledge and keep the history and traditions alive.
Today there are commercial axe throwing locations like Axe Games Omaha all around the world as well as opportunities to throw at various festivals and theme parks. There is even a World Axe Throwing League (WATL) and National
Axe Throwing Federation (NATF) for those wanting to throw competitively!

New Homes From
the Lower $300s to
Mid $500s
celina

dallas

forney

fort worth

garland

haltom city

haslet

justin

little elm

mansfield

melissa

northlake

plano

red oak

rowlett

royse city

sachse

van alstyne

KHOV.COM/DFW | 888-807-0891 | OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Real Estate Agents Welcome! A Real Estate Agent must register their client in person on client’s first visit at each community for the Agent to receive a commission or referral fee, or register
their client in advance using the Rapid Registration form available by calling 888-807-0891 or by emailing dfwleads@khov.com. Registration is valid for 30 days. See a Sales Consultant for
full details. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Fun at our magazine reveal party! Nancy Holzwarth with K Hov's Meredith Chapman
and K Hov's Chris Hartley with April cover's Amy Brownlee
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Get Away From It All..
at HOME in Heartland

With 400 acres of parks, picnic areas and walking/bike trails, Heartland has something for every age.
35-acre stocked lake | fishing pier | community trail system | basketball court | baseball diamond | soccer fields | playgrounds
11,700 square foot fitness center and event space | multiple pools | water slides | covered entertainment areas
History Maker Townhomes | Bloomfield Homes | Highland Homes | History Maker Homes | Impression Homes | Lennar Homes
$200s to $380s | 214.526.3000 | heartlandtexas.com

A Huffines Master Planned Community
10 miles east of I-635/LBJ on Interstate 20 at FM 741, between Forney and Crandall

Spring into Closing with
us at Fair Texas Title

BRITT FAIR
PRESIDENT/OWNER
BFair@FairTexasTitle.com

JOSIAH MCDANIEL
SALES MANAGER
JMcdaniel@FairTexasTitle.com

• LOCAL OWNERSHIP
• MULTIPLE UNDERWRITERS
• MULTIPLE ATTORNEYS

W W W. FA I RT EXA ST I T L E .CO M

ANDREW NEILAN
DALLAS PRESTON CENTER
ANeilan@FairTexasTitle.com

ASHLEY OLSON
MCKINNEY
AshleyO@FairTexasTitle.com

ELLEN FAIR TERRELL
DALLAS PRESTON CENTER
Ellen@FairTexasTitle.com

HUNTER NIX
FRISCO
Hunter@FairTexasTitle.com

KOTY RILEY
MANSFIELD
KRiley@FairTexasTitle.com

MAGGIE GILLIAM
FRISCO
MGilliam@FairTexasTitle.com

CLINT BLACKWELL
FORT WORTH
Clint@FairTexasTitle.com

KATIE THOMPSON
ALLEN
Katie@FairTexasTitle.com

CRYSTAL G CUNNINGHAM
ALLEN
Crystal@FairTexasTitle.com

KINDRA STRACHAN
NORTH DALLAS/PLANO
Kindra@FairTexasTitle.com

SHAWN STEPHENS
ROCKWALL/HEATH
Shawn@FairTexasTitle.com

The Finest Closing Experience in Texas

HOME WARRANTY
Julie Jones | 214.843.7764 | julie@home-warranty.com

LOCAL since 1996 : Concierge Service : Expert Knowledge : Quick Responses

Marissa Benat, Marnie Smith, Darla Buehler and Dawn Bruck
at NFL Draft Party!
Julie Jones and Tamera Gaede personify the 'Boots n Bling'
theme at the recent WCR event!
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214.533.8945
allison@dfwrealestateinfluencers.com

HOME WARRANTY
PROTECTION

CHOOSE your OWN licensed
contractors for all required services

Collin | Denton | Dallas

Shelley Baggett Jones
Sr. Sales Executive

972.489.1800

shelleyj@achosahw.com

The POWER to CHOOSE

| YOUR CHOICE OF HIGHLY RATED CONTRACTORS

www.thedesignquad.com

214-647-1779
Flat Rate Staging
Starting at $1695
Until it Sells

Supra Access
Convenience

Satisfaction
Guaranteed

